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Rotary and The United Nations



“Advancing a century old tradition of fostering global

harmony with the United Nations and other international

organizations”





Rotary Day At 

The United 

Nations 

A Presidential

Conference

Addressing the

Global Refugee 

Crisis

“Rotarians  have 

always found ways 

to help refugees”

-Dominic Hyde,
Director External      

Relations UN    

Refugee Agency    

UNHCR

Rotary has awarded over $3 million in grants to refugee

related projects and educational opportunities. Six

humanitarian members of Rotary family were honored as

“People of Action: Connectors Beyond Borders” during 2019

Rotary Day at UN



NEW YORK

United Nations

“Rotary shares the

United Nations’

enduring

commitment to a

healthier, more

peaceful, and more

sustainable world”

-Mark Daniel 

Maloney,
Rotary International

President 2019/20

Rotary holds the highest

consultative status that the

UN offers to non-

governmental

organization. Rotary

furthers its relationship

with several UN bodies,

programmes,

commissions and

agencies headquartered

in New York.



PARIS

UNESCO

"Rotary and UNESCO

act in the same spirit

for related causes"

- Serge Gouteyron, 

Primary
Representative to UNESCO

UNESCO is specialized agency of UN seeking to build

peace through international cooperation in Education,

Sciences and Culture.

Since 2006, Five International conferences have been

organized by Rotary with participation of UNESCO leaders

and celebrate the shared vision of both organizations in a

world at peace and highlight their activities around the world.



ADDIS ABABA

UN Economic Commission For Africa

UNECA

UNECA was established by UN Economic

and Social Council in 1958 to encourage

economic cooperation among its member

states.

It created UN Career Fair which provided a

platform for Rotary to showcase opportunities

and benefits that come with volunteerism,

Rotary, Rotaract and Interact Programs.

Rotary was one of 4 professional

organizations invited to join the UN for its first

ever Career Fair hosted in Ethiopia.



GENEVA

United Nations – Geneva

Geneva is a hub of global governance and a

host of over 10,000 international conferences

and meetings annually. An array of academic

institutions non-governmental and multinational

organizations are headquartered here, one of

which is UN Office at Geneva (UNOG) with

over 20 agencies and departments.

World Health Organization headquartered in

Geneva partners with Rotary to reach a Polio

Free World as part of Polio Global Polio

Eradication Initiative (GPEI)

Since Rotary formed GPEI in 1988 the

incidence of polio has plummeted by more than

99.9% and the entire African region is targeted

to be certified polio free by August 2020. Yes it

was certified by WHO last August 15. 2020.



NAIROBI
UNICEF

"The Global Private
sector needs be
nudged to invest in
prevention of
pandemics.“

-Josephine Ojiambo,
Representative to UNICEF

UNICEF works in over

190 countries and

territories to save

children's lives, to

defend their rights, and

to help them fulfil their

potential, from early

childhood through

adolescence.

Clean water, sanitation, and hygiene education are basic necessities for

a healthy environment and a productive life. When people have access

to clean water and sanitation, waterborne diseases decrease, children

stay healthier and attend school more regularly, and mothers can spend

less time carrying water and more time helping their families.

Complimenting its participation in the GPEI, UNICEF partners with

Rotary's Water and Sanitation Rotary Action Group (WASRAG) to

improve water and sanitation services, as well as basic hygiene

practices.



UN Environment

“I am delighted at the 

announcement on the 

new Rotary Area of  

Focus on the 

Environment.“

-Joe Otin

Representative to UN 
Environment 

The United Nations
Environment
Programme (UNEP) is
the global champion
for the environment
with programmes
focusing on
sustainable
development, climate,
biodiversity and more.

Representative to UN Environment (and District-9212 Governor) Joe Otin has worked

for several years to build Rotary’s connection to UNEP. From coordinating with UN

Environment for the 2018 Rotary Day at the United Nations in Nairobi to signing an

MOU with UNEP for the “Adopt-a-River” initiative (pictured below), to featuring its

partnership in Rotary’s 2020 Virtual Convention, Rotary and UNEP have collaborated

with a focus on offering practical ways for Clubs and Districts to support the

environment.



Other International Organizations Linked With Rotary 

OECD

The Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development is an intergovernmental economic 

organization with 37 member countries, founded in 1961 to stimulate economic progress and world 

trade



Organization of American States
Washington, D.C.

The Organization of 

American States (OAS) is 

the premier regional forum 

for political discussion, 

policy analysis and 

decision-making in Western 

Hemisphere affairs.

Rotary and the OAS have a 

rich history of jointly 

participating in educational 

events, Rotary Club 

meetings and service 

projects



The World Bank Group
With 189 member countries, the World 

Bank Group is a unique global 

partnership fighting global poverty 

through sustainable solutions.

Sponsored by Rotary, Rotaractor

Winnie Chepkemoi from Nairobi spoke 

at the World Bank Group's 10th 

Annual Youth Summit on the role of 

Rotary in helping to develop a value-

centered approach to business 

through the 4 Way Test. 

Rotary's participation in this event 

attracted interest from 100+ young 

professionals and winners of the 

Summit were connected with local 

Rotary Clubs. 



Commonwealth of Nations
London

The Commonwealth of Nations is a political 
association of 54 member states home to 2.4 
billion citizens, including some of the world's 
largest, smallest, richest and poorest 
countries, spanning five regions.

Rotary President Mark Daniel Maloney and 
Gay Maloney visited London for 
Commonwealth Week. Together with 
Representative to Commonwealth of Nations 
Judith Diment MBE, they celebrated the unity, 
diversity and links of the modern 
Commonwealth and fostering greater 
understanding of the Commonwealth’s 
achievements and role



ASIAN DEVELOPMENT BANK PHILIPPINES

Initial Coordination has been done to determine areas where ADB and Philippine

Rotary can work together in projects related to Humanitarian Initiative.

Ernesto Yao Choa

(Ernie)

Primary Representative, 

Asian Development 

Bank, Manila 

RC of Bagumbayan-

Manila

Teotimo Reyes Jr.

(Onye)

Representative, 

Asian Development 

Bank, Manila 

RC of Metro Lipa

“I look forward to
hearing back from
you Ernie and Onye
when you have had a
chance to look
through the links and
have a better idea
about how ADB and
Rotary can
collaborate”.

- Elaine Thomas

Head, Civil Society

Organization Office

ADB



THANK  
YOU!


