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T 
he year 2020 has brought monumental changes 
that have already included a global pandemic 
and a renewed call for social justice. We are re-
minded that we live in a constantly changing 

world, and Rotary is a reflection of that world. 

We must be ready to listen and adapt, always drawing 
upon our core values of service, fellowship, diversity, in-
tegrity, and leadership. If we live these values and apply 
The Four-Way Test to all aspects of our lives, we will be 
prepared to lead at all times. 

I am proud of how we have proven our ability to adapt. 
Faced with a pandemic, Rotary has not stopped. We 
moved meetings online and found new ways to serve. 
We turned the canceled 2020 Rotary International Con-
vention in Honolulu into our first virtual convention. Each 
week, we are proving that Rotary is a flexible gathering 
that happens anywhere — in traditional meetings, on 
cellphones, and on computers. Rotary offers a way to 
connect for everyone who wants to, at any time, and will 
continue to do so. 

Some have even told me that they enjoy Rotary's mix of 
online and in-person meetings more now than before! 
How can we build on this momentum and seize the op-
portunity to embrace change so that Rotary keeps thriv-
ing? 

For me, supporting new types of clubs is key. They are no 
longer just experiments but a real part of Rotary today. In 
addition to traditional clubs, we have e-clubs, Rotaract 
clubs, cause-based clubs, and passport clubs. These help 
make Rotary more inclusive, more flexible, and more 
attractive to new members. Visit these clubs, exchange 
ideas and partner with them, and promote them to one 
another and to our communities. 

We all agree that we need to grow Rotary, but some-
times we can get caught up in the numbers game and 
lose sight of the bigger picture. After all, an increase in 
membership is meaningless if next year, those new mem-
bers leave our clubs. Let's grow Rotary sustainably. Rota 

ry's flexible options for participation will engage mem-
bers and show the community how we're different from  

 

 

 

 

any other 
club. Let's 

celebrate 
that Rotary 
is now less 
about rules 
and more 
about join-
ing together 
in a variety 
of ways be-
sides tradi-
tional 
meetings. 

I recommend that each club hold an annual strategy 
meeting to ask — and honestly answer — if we are doing 
all we can for our members and if our club reflects the 
community we serve. We are taking this approach at the 
international level, too. I am proud that six women are 
serving with me on the RI Board of Directors this year, 
the most we have ever had. Let's keep Rotary moving in 
this direction at every level. We need more perspectives, 
more diversity, for Rotary to thrive. 

It's fascinating to imagine how we will find new ways to 
adapt and stay nimble this year and beyond. But I am 
also inspired about what hasn't changed and never will in 
Rotary: the friendships, the networking, the ethics, and 
the service. Indeed, these are the values that make Rota-
ry attractive to all. 

As Rotary's founder, Paul Harris, said, we have to be rev-
olutionary from time to time. Now is such a time. Rotary 
Opens Opportunities — countless ones — for us to em-
brace change that will strengthen us even as we remain 
true to our core values. 

 

 
 
Holger Knaack 
RI President 2020-2021 
 

 

FROM THE RI PRESIDENT 

Source: Rotary International 
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T 
he Covid-19 pandemic has 
affected nearly every aspect 
of modern life and poses 
huge challenges for nearly 

everything, including our Rotary 
clubs and many of the Rotary pro-
grams we love. Yet you have created 
new ways to serve your communities 
and to come together as clubs. I be-
lieve this experience will forever 
change the way we live Rotary.  

This year’s theme “Rotary Opens Op-
portunities” could never be more 
relevant than now. Our new Rotary 
year starts off with most clubs hold-
ing online meetings and facing many 
challenges with community projects 
as we all practice social distancing. 
But it has also taught us new         

methods to con-
nect with each 
other and given 
us new opportu-
nities to serve 
our community 
and the world. 
The humanitari-
an service Rota-
ry brings is 
needed now more than ever.  

While these challenges are real, I am 
very optimistic about how we will 
move our clubs and District through 
this time. Our District has been 
blessed with strong leadership that 
has carefully invested in training and 
member development.  This leader-
ship and passion has positioned us 
well to manage the disruption caused 
by the Covid-19 pandemic. Our clubs 
have stepped up and nearly all are 
meeting virtually.  

The doors of opportunity are wide 
open, so let’s get everyone involved 
and let the world see what we can 
do!  Only by remaining committed to 
our Rotary Ideals, embodied by the 
Four-Way Test, can we face the chal-
lenges of today’s world, embrace 
change, and find alternate ways to 
take advantage of those opportuni-
ties in our lives, so as to continue to 
do good in our communities and in 
our club. We are compelled to be 
revolutionary now because of social 

media and meetings with 
Zoom.  It is a challenge for 
us, but let us use this tech-
nology to our advantage.  Be 
creative with projects. In-
volve more people,  post 
them on social media.  Let 
us do our best to create 
more opportunities for our 
members, our community 
and across the globe.  

Yours in Rotary Service, 

 

Johnny Gaw Yu 
District Governor 2020-202 
 

FROM THE  

DISTRICT GOVERNOR 
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Past RI President Mateo Armando Tengco (MAT) Caparas 
The Pride of Philippine Rotary

 
 
 

O n December 28, 2019,Past Rotary 
International President Mateo Ar-

mando Tengco Caparas (PRIP MAT) — the only 
Filipino to become president in RI’s 115-year his-
tory —  was honored with a tribute dinner in 
conjunction with his 96th birthday and his 60 
years of Rotary service. RI District 3780 joined 
the said event online from the Rotary Center in 
Quezon City. The only District to do so in his hon-
or.. 
 
PRIP MAT was born on December 28, 1923 at 
Cuyapo, Nueva Ecija. PRIP MAT’s schooling at 
Bulacan High School was interrupted by World 
War II. He eventually graduated from the UP Col-
lege of Law in 1949 and received his Masters of 
Law degree from Harvard Law School in 1950.  
 
He practiced in Caloocan specializing in labor law 
and tax cases. In 1960, He joined the Rotary Club 
of Caloocan as a Charter Member in 1959 and 
became its President in 1962-63. He served as a 
District Governor in 1964-65, as a Director and 
Vice-President of Rotary International, and as a 
Trustee of the Rotary Foundation. In 1980, after 
he transferred his law practice into Manila, he 
was invited to be a member of “the first Rotary 
club in Asia”, Manila, chartered in 1919.  

He was elected to the RI Board of Directors in 1979-80. 
That was the time Pope John Paul II publicly received Ro-
tarians at the Vatican. Mother Teresa was a speaker at the 
Sao Paulo Rotary International Convention in 1981 when 
PRIP MAT and his wife Nita met her. In addition, together 
with his wife Nita, PRIP MAT met with Pope John Paul II in 
late ‘70s, the first time the Pope publicly received Rotari-
ans at the Vatican.  
 
By 1985, PRIP MAT was elected RI president, the first Fili-
pino to assume the post. His Rotary International theme 
was “Rotary Brings Hope.” He introduced the Rotary Com-

munity Corps (RCC) program which was adopted by the 
Rotary Board of Directors in 1988. During his presidency, 
Rotary started the campaign to raise $120 million to eradi-
cate polio by 2005. The campaign was able to generate 
more than $240 million in two years. The national immun-
ization was started not only in the Philippines but also in 
Turkey, Peru, and India during his term. With the addition-
al funding of $200 million from the Melinda and Bill Gates 
Foundation, the polio virus is practically eradicated world-
wide, except in Pakistan, Afghanistan and Nigeria, accord-
ing to the World Health Organization announcement on 
World Polio Day, October 24, 2019.  
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Past RI President Mateo Armando Tengco (MAT) Caparas  
The Pride of Philippine Rotary 

 

 
 
Another important change that PRIP MAT had introduced 
during his term as RI President was the admission of 
women in Rotary clubs in the United States and in all 
countries.   
 
The 1986 decision of the U.S. Supreme Court in the Du-
arte case ruled that it was against California’s Civil Rights 
Act for Rotary International to terminate the membership 
of the Duarte Club in Los Angeles because it admitted 
three women as members,  contrary to  Rotary policy. 
The Supreme Court in its unanimous decision also stated 
that “women members would not prevent the club from 
carrying out its purpose.”  Although the decision per-
tained to the reinstatement of the Duarte Rotary Club, 
PRIP MAT and the Board of Directors enthusiastically 
adopted the resolution that all Rotary clubs in the U.S. 
and in all countries could invite and accept women mem-
bers. He announced the amendment to the rules in the 
annual convention in Munich, Germany.   
 
On the local level, very few are aware that PRIP MAT was 
a charter member of the first and only eClub of D3780 – 

The Rotary eClub of Global Kalinga which was chartered 
during RY 2011-2012 sponsored by the Rotary Club of Loy-
ola Heights. Later on, he founded the Circle of Fil Ameri-
can Rotarians (CFAR), a fellowship group of Filipino Rotari-
ans based in California, USA where he was based after his 
retirement. 
 
In the Philippines, PRIP MAT was appointed by President 
Cory Aquino chairman of the Presidential Commission on 
Good Government (PCGG) in 1988. He became the agen-
cy’s fourth chairman  
 
Sadly, PRIP MAT passed away last July 15, 2020. He and 
his late wife Nita have three surviving children: Jorge, 
Matt, and Pilar; eight grandchildren; and two great grand-
daughters.   
 
His was a purpose-driven life of service. May he rest in 
eternal peace. 
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Holger Knaack 
A Fresh Vision for Rotary 

H 
olger Knaack became Ger-
many’s first ever President 
of Rotary International 
when he took up office in 
July 2020. 

“As President, I plan to high-
light the best Rotary has to 
offer where people of all back-
grounds can see themselves re-
flected in our service and im-
pact.”  

Holger has been a member of Rotary 
for 27 years, belonging to Herzogtum 
Lauenburg-Mölln Rotary. He was pre-
viously a partner and general manager 
of Knaack Enterprises, a 125-year-old 
family business, and now runs the real 
estate company, Knaack KG.  

He is encouraging Rotarians to seize 
the many opportunities Rotary offers 
to enrich their lives and the communi-
ties they serve.  

Rotary isn’t just a club for people to 
join, but rather “an invitation to end-
less opportunities,” said Knaack, who 

becomes president on 1 July. He em-
phasized that Rotary creates pathways 
for members to improve their lives 
and the lives of those they help 
through service projects. 

“We believe that our acts of service, 
big and small, create opportunities for 
people who need our help,” Knaack 
said. He added that Rotary creates 
leadership opportunities and gives 
members the chance to travel the 
world to put their service ideas into 
action and make lifelong connections. 
“Everything we do opens another op-
portunity for someone, somewhere,” 
said Knaack. 

Changing for the future 

Knaack also urged members to em-
brace change so Rotary can expand 
and thrive. Rather than setting a spe-
cific target for increasing the number 
of members, Knaack said he’s asking 
clubs and districts to think about how 
to grow in a sustainable and organic 
way. He wants clubs to focus on keep-
ing current members engaged and 

adding new members who are the 
right fit for their club. 

“We will capture this moment 
to grow Rotary, making it 
stronger, more adaptable, and 
even more aligned with our 
core values. “ 

“We need to stop thinking of new 
members as people we can mark 
down as statistics and then forget 
about,” Knaack said. “Every new 
member changes us a little bit. That 
person brings a new perspective, new 
experiences. We need to embrace this 
constant renewal. We will grow 
stronger as we learn from new mem-
bers.” 

Knaack pointed to Rotary’s Action 
Plan as a compass that can guide clubs 
as they evolve. He recommended that 
every club have a strategic plan 
meeting at least once a year. At that 
meeting, clubs should ask where they 
want to be in five years and how they 
can bring more value to their mem-
bers. 

Source: Rotary International 
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Knaack also wants to see more wom-
en in leadership roles and see Rota-
ractors play an integral role in how 
new clubs are formed and run. He 
encouraged district leaders to create 
new club models and rethink what it 
means to be in Rotary, and allow 
young people to be the architects of 
these new clubs. 

“We have to be open to new ap-
proaches, and creating unique clubs 
for younger people is just part of the 
solution,” said Knaack. “Let Rotarac-
tors decide what kind of Rotary expe-
rience works best for them. These 
young people are bright, energetic, 
and they get things done.” 

During Holger’s presidency, six wom-
en will serve on the Board of Direc-
tors. When asked to predict when 
Rotary International will see its first 
female President, the German per-
formed a neat, diplomatic side-step. 

“Bringing more women into Rotary is 
one of our core values, that is very 
simple, and we should honor those 
values. “The Rotary Board has set us a 
high goal to increase the number of  

women in Rotary and in leadership 
positions to 30% by June 2023. But if 
we want to achieve something, then 
we have to set ourselves high goals.  

 

“Bringing more women into 
Rotary is one of our core val-
ues, that is very simple, and 
we should honor those val-
ues.”  

                                                                 
“As President, I plan to highlight the 
best Rotary has to offer where people 
of all backgrounds can see themselves 
reflected in our service and impact. 

“I am excited, of course, to be Rotary 
President. Without my wife Susanne, 
nothing would work, and you could 
not do this job. But we are both look-
ing forward to the moment, and we 
are full of energy for the task ahead.” 
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S e r v i c e 
Community Service Projects of  

Governor Johnny Yu and  

D3780 Transforming Presidents  
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 Club Presidents’ Virtual Induction  
with DG Johnny Yu   

July 1, 2020 

To watch the induction, please click on link:

 https://www.facebook.com/transformingpresidents3780/

https://www.facebook.com/transformingpresidents3780/videos/1121940918199015/?v=1121940918199015&external_log_id=140fbd29-8634-42aa-baad-a6fc1b976893&q=transform%20district%203780
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To watch the induction, please click on link: 

https://www.facebook.com/transformingpresidents3780/

https://www.facebook.com/transformingpresidents3780/videos/1121940918199015/?v=1121940918199015&external_log_id=140fbd29-8634-42aa-baad-a6fc1b976893&q=transform%20district%203780
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T 
here is a world of difference between a problem 
and a challenge. 

If a honeybee faces a giant hornet alone, the bee 
has a problem. But if the honeybee faces the hor-

net with a swarm of other bees, then it is the hornet that 
has a problem. 

This is true in nature, but it is also the human predica-
ment. So when the situation I confront is greater than the 
resources I have, then it can be termed as a problem. 
However, if the resources I have are greater than the situ-
ation I am faced with, then it is just a challenge. Some-
times we overestimate our problems and underestimate 
our ability to overcome them. 

The COVID-19 pandemic seemed like a situation that 
might overwhelm The Rotary Foundation. But as things 
have progressed, we have not allowed it to do so. As of 4 
June, we have funded 208 disaster response grants for 
$5.2 million and 169 new global grants at $13.8 million — 
all in three months. We have leveraged individual Rotari-
ans' generosity with Foundation funds and in many cases 
other corporate funds to make projects larger and more 
impactful. 

We never allowed the pandemic to overpower us. Indeed, 
history shows that Rotarians are a curious breed. We are 
visionaries, an idealistic lot that dreams big dreams of a 
better world. At the same time, we are resilient and able 
to withstand challenges that others might succumb to. 

We were not idle during the pandemic lockdowns. We 
raised funds and did projects just as we would have if 
there had been no lockdown. We remembered that it's 
the same business that we always do — reaching out to 
people in distress — except the methodology by which we 
did it changed. 

Our process of preparing and delivering the projects 
changed. 

The way we communicated what we did changed. 

The Rotary Foundation is more than 100 years old and has  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

already 
weathered 
many 
storms — 
some of 
them mild 
and others 
devastating 
to the 
world. 
Thanks to 
the 
strength, sacrifice, and compassion of Rotarians and the 
level to which they have extended themselves,  

I believe the Foundation will continue to face the future 
with renewed hope and inspiration. 

Our Foundation will emerge from this pandemic much 
stronger and more resilient as long as you continue to 
have trust and faith in it. 

 

K.R. Ravindran 
Trustee Chair 2020-21 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FROM TRF CHAIR 

Source: Rotary International 

"Rotary International's masterpiece is The Rotary Foun-

dation.  It transforms our dreams into splendid reali-

ties ... it is the most generous expression of Rotarian 

generosity -- a generosity that not only brings benefits 

but also brings help and cooperation to solve the prob-

lems that affect mankind. The Rotary Foundation 

achieves the best that mankind can possibly achieve."   

--Paulo Costa, 1990-91 President of Rotary International 
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Q uezon City’s Sangguniang Panglungsod 
approved on second reading last July 6, 
2020 Proposed Resolution No. PR21CC-
565 authorizing QC Mayor Joy Belmonte 
to sign the renewal of the lease of the 

Rotary Center.  

The extension will be for 25 more years from July 1, 2020 
to June 30, 2045. Principally authored by Councilor PP Win-
nie Castelo of RC New Manila East, the resolution was co-
authored  by PP Jorge Banal, Bernard Herrera (brother of 
IPDG BH),  

It was supported on the floor by Rotarian Councilors PP 
John Defensor, PP Karl Castelo and Bobby Castelo. Also 
lending support during the deliberations were PDGs Sam-
my Pagdilao, Penny Policarpio, Chito Borromeo and Mar 
Reyes. 

Councilor PP Winnie said that now that we have hurdled 
the first step, it is just a matter of discussing the details of 
the lease terms with Mayor Joy before the lease contract 
is formally signed. “We just need to iron out the details 
such as the exact period of the lease, lot area, amount of 
lease rental per month, taxes to be paid and others”. 

For his part, District Governor Johnny Yu expressed his 
appreciation to Mayor Joy, Vice Mayor Gian Sotto, PP Win-
nie and the councilors of Quezon City for supporting and 
approving the resolution.  

“We also wish to thank all Rotarian councilors and Rotari-
ans themselves who lobbied with their respective City 
Councilors to support the resolution. Now we do not have 
to worry about the future of the Rotary Center. It will be 
with us for the next 25 years”. 

QC Government  
Extends Lease 
of Rotary Center 
for 25 Years 
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I 
n battling the impact of the Covid
-19 outbreak, a “new normal” is 
emerging, in which novel sys-
tems and assumptions are re-

placing many others long practiced, 
or taken for granted. 
 

Businesses have been driven to inno-
vate in ways they had never planned 
or even imagined.  Many companies 
have flocked to the healthcare indus-
try to respond to the surge in de-
mand that far exceeds supply. For 
instance, in early March of this year, 
San Miguel Corporation’s Ginebra San 
Miguel Corp. started to produce alco-
hol of a different kind – 100,000 liters 
per day of 70% ethyl alcohol amid a 
shortage in disinfectants which they 
donated in generous amounts to 
communities and hospitals around 
the country. Louis Vuitton in Paris 
repurposed its perfume production 
factory to making hand sanitizers. 
New Balance, the giant footwear 
brand, is now manufacturing protec-
tive masks. Ford and GM converted 
factories to produce respirators, med-
ical supplies and ventilators. Prada, 
Zara and H&M have joined the band-
wagon to produce Personal Protec-
tive Equipment (PPE). Nina Corpuz, 
broadcast journalist, has shifted to 
making face masks out of traditional 
inabel textile hand-woven by local 
artisans from the Cordilleras in North-
ern Luzon. 
 

The Covid-19 pandemic has changed 
how people interact with one anoth-
er. Healthcare is no exception. Doc-
tors who didn’t previously offer tele-
health services are scrambling to im-
plement the technology in some way. 
This trend has been especially true on  

 
 

the outpatient side, where doctors  

and patients may be consulting on 
more minor ailments. The rush to-
ward telehealth makes sense. It’s an 
easy way for providers and patients 
to connect with one another without 
risking their health. Although there 
had been some resistance to 
adopting telehealth services, the sud-
den and urgent need to find alterna-
tives to visiting hospitals made that 
pivot critical. 
 

Stringent protocols prior to hospitali-
zation or an outpatient procedure are 
in place in hospitals and clinics, to 
mitigate the transfer of the virus. This 
makes any and every hospital visit 
much longer, more costly (with costs 
of PPE passed on to the patient) and 
painfully inconvenient. 
 

Without warning, COVID-19 has 
forced us to live differently. Like 
healthcare frontliners who go above 
and beyond the call of duty to sup-
port patients, we in Rotary, who 
serve above self, are not spared. Sud-
denly all rules are changed. Even 
harder, there is no playbook for a 
pandemic. This is a crucial time for us 
as we confront simultaneous medical 
and financial demands. The country 
has been forced into quarantine, iso-
lation, or complete lockdown for al-
most half the year to avoid the risk of 
infection.  
 

We are therefore physically separat-
ed, required to abide by such safety 
measures as physical distancing or 
not leaving home unless absolutely 
necessary. Yet it’s important to re-
main connected to each other, and to 
a shared purpose. 
 

 
 

 

 

 

“San Miguel Corporation’s 

Ginebra San Miguel Corp. 

started to produce alcohol of 

a different kind – 100,000 li-

ters per day of 70% ethyl al-

cohol amid a shortage in dis-

infectants which they donat-

ed in generous amounts to 

communities and hospitals 

around the country. Louis 

Vuitton in Paris repurposed 

its perfume production facto-

ry to making hand sanitizers. 

New Balance, the giant foot-

wear brand, is now manufac-

turing protective masks. Ford 

and GM converted factories 

to produce respirators, medi-

cal supplies and ventilators. 

Prada, Zara and H&M have 

joined the bandwagon to 

produce Personal Protective 

Equipment (PPE).”  
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in the New Normal 
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" Leadership and learning are indispensable to each 
other. “ 

 

T 
he Rotary Academy for RY 2020 - 2021 is an ex-
citing and innovative approach for the develop-
ment and rotarization of members and new 
members alike. Every Wednesday from 6- 7pm, 

an online class with experienced and knowledgeable re-
source speakers provides a wealth of information about 
Rotary that is helpful especially to those who are new to 
this wonderful organization we all belong to . With 3 
online classes already concluded  each attended by more 
than 300 participants via Zoom and FB Live Streaming, the 
Rotary Academy team headed by Academy Dean PDG 
Penny Policarpio and adviser PDG Danilo Fausto promises 
an exciting fun filled learning experience for everyone .   

The Academy course will be helpful to all Rotarians, espe-
cially those who are new to Rotary. It provides a back-
ground of information that introduces the intricacies of 
Rotary International and all it has to offer, locally and in-
ternationally. It will provide our Rotarians with the broad-
est Rotary background possible, thereby enabling them to 
be the effective leaders that our clubs and district will 
need to grow and strengthen Rotary.  

Members who aspire to leadership positions in their club 
or at the District level will find the lessons to be excellent 
guidelines throughout their Rotary years. It is an exciting 
and innovative online learning approach to leadership 
development. 

 

Continued from Page 20 

 
Many of us have had to make rapid 
decisions – to assess and quickly pro-
vide the help that our communities 
need at critical levels. With little or no 
opportunity to meet face to face, we 
had to be creative on how to get to-
gether safely. Zoom, and other 
platforms of digital venues, have be-
come a way of life in the recent 
months. We’ve learned how to reach 
more people faster with targeted in-
formation and virtual interactions. 
Social media channels, webinars and 
virtual training events have created 
educational content to broader audi-
ences within and outside our District. 
New models of the Governor’s Visit, 
mandated District training programs 
and Club meetings, fellowships and 
events are the “NOW normal” in Dis-
trict 3780. The District Conference 
(DISCON) 2020, the Rotary Leadership 
Series for Presidents Elect and the 
Rotary Academy training series are 

just some of District programs that 
were conducted in the beginning of 
this new Rotary Year, models for such 
events in the months ahead.   
 

We don’t know yet exactly what this 
new normal will turn into. The next 
phase is going to require a whole 
different level of radical thinking, 
open-mindedness and agility. My first 
thought is that we won’t have a 
chance at normal until a vaccine is in 
place. We will continue to make 
masks and face shields a necessary 
accessory to our OOTD (outfit of the 
day). Alcohol in lieu of perfume, or-
dering online for most everything, 
virtual concerts, temperature checks 
and social distancing will continue to 
be standard fare. Contact tracing will 
be imperative to get to the seemingly 
inevitable flat curve before causing 
another flat line. 
 

COVID-19 has created a new world 
for all of us, a world in which masks 
and face coverings cover the smile we 

once saw, virtual visits supersede in-
person catch-up moments, safety 
precautions leave friends or family 
isolated.  While we’ve never lost sight 
of service above self, of why we are 
Rotarians – in many ways it has 
ramped up. We know that touching 
lives now means doubling down on 
showing kindness and compassion, 
generosity and inspiration to each 
other and to the people in our com-
munities who need us now more than 
ever. 
 

RI President Holger Knaack said it 
best when he announced the Rotary 
2020-2021 presidential theme, “We 
believe that our acts of service, big 
and small, create opportunities for 
people who need our help. We will 
not let rapid change defeat us. We 
will capture the moment to grow Ro-
tary, making it stronger, more adapt-
able, and even more aligned with our 
core values.” 
 

 

The Rotary 
Academy 
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Rotary and the  
coronavirus impact:  

Frequently Asked Questions 

Q: What if my district already 
has expenses related to COVID-
19 activities? 

A: As a one-time exception, the 
Foundation will allow expenses 
related to COVID-19 that were in-
curred since 15 March 2020 to be 
reimbursed through 2020-21 dis-
trict grants. 

Q: Can I use a Rotary Founda-
tion global grant to fund COVID
-19 related projects? 

A: Yes. Global grants remain an 
excellent way to make a transform-
ative impact in a community. If 
medical equipment is needed in 
order to respond effectively to 
COVID-19, global grants can help 
pay for these items. The Founda-
tion is waiving the 30 percent for-
eign financing requirement for any 
new global grant that addresses 
COVID-19. Note that these grants 
still require both a host and inter-
national partner. 

For additional information, contact 
your regional grants officer. 

 

GRANTS 

As people of action, Rotary mem-
bers want to find ways to respond 
to COVID-19, and to help people 
affected by it. The Rotary Founda-

tion offers several options that 
Rotarians can use to help care for 
and protect people in their own 
communities and others around 
the world. 

Q: Can I apply for a disaster re-
sponse grant for COVID-19 re-
lated projects? 

A: No, disaster response grants are 
no longer available to support 
COVID-19 related projects. 

Q: Can districts use contingency 
funds from an open district 
grant or repurposed previously 
planned activities as a COVID-
19 response? 

A: Yes. As districts prepare to sub-
mit new district grant applications 
for 2020-21, we encourage you to 
designate funds for COVID-19 re-
sponses.  

 

POLIO 

Q: How does the COVID-19 pan-
demic impact Rotary’s fight to 
end polio? 

A: In our work to end polio, the 
program sees the devastating im-
pact that communicable diseases 
have. With this in mind, we are ful-
ly committed to supporting nation-
al health systems by engaging our 
expertise and assets to help miti-
gate and contain the COVID-19 
pandemic, alongside continuing 
concerted efforts to eradicate po-
lio. 

Using the vast infrastructure devel-
oped to identify the poliovirus and 
deliver vaccination campaigns, the 
polio eradication program is pitch-
ing in to protect the vulnerable 
from COVID-19, especially in polio-
endemic countries. From Pakistan 
to Nigeria, the program is drawing 
on years of experience fighting out-
breaks to support governments as 
they respond to the new vi-
rus. Learn more. 

Source: Rotary International

https://my.rotary.org/en/take-action/apply-grants/global-grants
https://my.rotary.org/en/document/rotary-grants-staff-contact-sheet
https://www.endpolio.org/polio-eradication-staff-support-covid-19-response
https://www.endpolio.org/polio-eradication-staff-support-covid-19-response
https://www.endpolio.org/polio-eradication-staff-support-covid-19-response


23 

 

 

Q: Have other Rotary events been canceled? 

A: Unfortunately, yes. To protect the health of all in-
volved, Rotary canceled the presidential conferences 
scheduled for 28 March at UNESCO in Paris, France, and 
9 May at the Food and Agriculture Organization in 
Rome, Italy. People who registered will receive an email 
from the organizers with additional information and de-
tails about refunds. 

CLUB AND DISTRICT MEETINGS 

Q: Should my club or district continue to hold 
meetings? 

A: Rotary International recommends that districts and 
Rotary and Rotaract clubs meet virtually, cancel, or post-
pone meetings. Closely examine your personal circum-
stances, including any health issues, when you consider 
travel and participation in events. 

Learn from other clubs about hosting virtual club 
meetings in the Learning Center. 

 

ROTARY LEADERSHIP, COMMITTEES, RI SECRETAR-
IAT 

Q: Will the RI Board of Directors and The Rotary 
Foundation Trustees meet during this pandemic? 

A: Yes, the RI Board and the Foundation Trustees 
meetings will take place remotely via webinar rather 
than in-person. 

Q: Did the RI Board take any action in response to 
COVID-19? 

A: Yes. The RI Board, in response to the global COVID-19 
pandemic, agreed to general principles at their April 
meeting. Here are some of the highlights: 

• The health and safety of all participants in Rotary 
programs, meetings, and events is of paramount 
importance. 

• No in-person meeting or event shall be mandatory 
for any Rotary participant who may feel uncomfort-
able attending because of the pandemic. 

• All conveners and organizers of Rotary meetings are 
strongly encouraged to consider all health concerns 
in deciding whether to hold in-person meetings. 

• All RI Board meetings shall be conducted virtually 
(and not in-person) for the remainder of calendar 
year 2020. 

• All RI committee meetings shall be conducted virtu-
ally (and not in-person) for the remainder of calen-
dar year 2020 

• 2020 Rotary Institute conveners are authorized to 
decide whether to conduct their institutes and gov-
ernor-elect and governor-nominee training in-
person or virtually 

• Rl shall not fund the expenses of any president’s 
representative to a district conference for the 2020–
21 Rotary year. If a district requests a president’s 
representative, the president may appoint one from 
the same region of the world in which the district is 
located, at no cost to RI. 

• Governors are strongly encouraged to use virtual 
meetings for club visits that occur during calendar 
year 2020. 

• Regional leaders are strongly encouraged to use vir-
tual meetings for training seminars and other events 
during calendar year 2020Yes, the RI Board. 

Q: Is the Rotary International secretariat taking 
precautions? 

A: Yes. All Rotary committees and events scheduled 
to take place at Rotary International headquarters in 
Evanston, Illinois, USA, have been canceled through 
31 May. If feasible, committees may choose to hold 
virtual meetings. 

All RI staff travel, both international and domestic, has 
also been canceled through 31 May. RI staff at Evanston 
headquarters and all of Rotary’s global offices are prac-
ticing social distancing by working from  home until fur-
ther notice. 

Q: What should I know about Interact and Rotary 
Youth Leadership Awards (RYLA) during this time?  

A: Consider whether planned events, trips, or local activ-
ities could expose young people to an increased risk, 
and consider canceling or postponing nonessential trav-
el or large gatherings.  

Follow the guidance of schools for any closures or de-
layed start times that may affect school-based program 
participants. Discuss how they can stay engaged and 
safe until school resumes. Talk with parents or guardians 
about their child’s health and safety and what Rotary 
clubs and districts are doing to minimize the exposure 
and impact for participants in Rotary activities and 
events.  

 

Source: Rotary International 

https://my.rotary.org/learn?deep-link=https%3A//my.rotary.org/learn%3Fdeep-link%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Flearn.rotary.org%252Fmembers%252Flearn%252Fdashboard%252Fchannel%252F67


24 

 

 

 

T 
he ongoing evolution of Rota-

ract is redefining its place within 

Rotary.. 

How were the changes to 
Rotaract decided on? 

For several years, members of the RI 
Board, The Rotary Foundation Trus-
tees, and Rotary committees, along 
with Rotarians and Rotaractors around 
the world, have been discussing how 
to recognize Rotaract clubs as Rotary 
clubs’ partners in service. Rotaractors 
offered their ideas to the Board 
through RI’s Rotaract Committee, at 
the annual Rotaract Preconvention, 
and through online surveys and focus 
groups.  

Overwhelmingly, Rotaractors said they 
wanted more flexibility, more prod-
ucts and services, and more recogni-
tion from Rotary for the work they’re 
doing. After the 2019 Council on Legis-
lation voted to recognize Rotaract 
clubs as a membership type, 2019-20 
RI President Mark Daniel Maloney cre-
ated the Elevate Rotaract Task Force 
to discuss how to update Rotaract pol-
icies and create an inclusive, innova-
tive, and flexible membership experi-
ence. 

Does this mean Rotaractors automati-
cally become Rotarians? 

No. Members of Rotary clubs are Ro-
tarians and members of Rotaract clubs 
remain Rotaractors. This enactment 
will not change the separate identity 
of Rotaractors.  

Do Rotaract clubs have to pay RI 
membership dues now? 

The Board agreed that Rotaract clubs 
should begin paying per capita dues in  

2022 and is looking at ways to offset  

 

the cost to members through fundrais-
ing and working with sponsor Rotary 
clubs. The annual cost will be $5 per 
person for university-based clubs and 
$8 for community-based clubs.   

Will Rotaractors be able to use Rotary 
Foundation funds for their projects? 

Right now, only Rotary clubs may ap-
ply for global and district grants from 
the Foundation. The Foundation Trus-
tees determine who is eligible to apply 
for global grants and would review any 
proposal to allow Rotaract clubs ac-
cess to Foundation funds. The Trus-
tees encourage Rotaract clubs to work 
with Rotary clubs on global grant pro-
jects. Rotaract clubs can also receive 
funding from district grants through a 
Rotary club. As always, Rotaractors 
can apply for scholarships and Rotary 
Peace Fellowships through the Foun-
dation. 

Why was the upper age limit for Rota-
ract membership removed? 

Rotaract clubs are still intended for 
younger professionals, but the Elevate 
Rotaract Task Force and the RI Board 
decided that it was important to give 
Rotaractors the flexibility to decide for 
themselves when they’re ready to 
leave Rotaract. The majority of Rota-
ractors surveyed believed that remov-
ing the age limit would either improve 
or not change their club experience 
and said they would still pursue joining 
a Rotary club in the future. Rotaract 
clubs will still be able to set their own 
age limit. 

Will Rotaractors still be encouraged 
to become Rotarians? 

Yes! Rotaractors will be encouraged to 
join clubs that offer the experience 
they want at any time. Rotary clubs  

 

 

 

should continue to work with Rotarac-
tors at meetings and events and on 
service projects. Since 2016, Rotarac-
tors have been able join a Rotary club 
while they are still active members of 
Rotaract clubs; that dual membership 
option will not change. Rotaractors 
can also start their own Rotary clubs. 

Will Rotaractors be able to serve on 
or advise the RI Board or Trustees? 

The Board and the Trustees value the 
input of Rotaractors and have recom-
mended that the RI president appoint 
Rotaractors to committees. They will 
continue to discuss new ways to in-
volve Rotaractors in the future. 

Will Rotaract clubs be counted in Ro-
tary’s overall membership numbers? 

No. Rotaract clubs will not be counted 
in the total number of clubs in a dis-
trict, and Rotarians and Rotaractors 
will continue to be counted separate-
ly. 

Where can I find the revised policies 
about Rotaract? 

Starting 1 July, the Rotary Code of Poli-
cies, in chapter II, “Clubs,” will have an 
updated article 12 titled “Rotaract 
Clubs.” The policies related to Rotaract 
that were in chapter V, “Programs,” 
under article 41.040 will be removed 
as of 1 July. 
 

In 2022, annual dues of $5 per person for 

university-based Rotaract clubs and $8 

for community-based clubs will be intro-

duced to cover the cost of additional sup-

port for Rotaract clubs. RI will work to 

develop and promote alternative funding 

sources to help Rotaractors pay dues, in-

cluding fundraising opportunities. More 

questions? Write to rotaract@rotary.org. 

 

Rotaract Rising 

mailto:rotaract@rotary.org
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T 
he pandemic did not stop the 
Rotaractors of RID 3780 from 
being productive in the com-
fort of their homes. For the 

first time, the District Rotaract Com-
mittee hosted two annual training sem-
inars and the Rotaract district turnover 
ceremonies for two entire weekends 
virtually. This was organized and con-
ducted to prepare the district’s and 
club leaders for the new 
[Transforming] Rotary Year. 
 

The district committee hosted its annu-
al District Team Training Seminar 
(DTTS) with the theme “Odyssey: Sail-
ing Towards Becoming a Transformed 
Individual” last June 27. The training 
was done with the sole purpose of pre-
paring district committee leaders for 
their roles and provide an opportunity 
to work on the goals of the district. For 
this year’s DTTS, the committee invited 
experienced and knowledgeable Past 
District Rotaract Representatives of RID 
3780 to be resource speakers all of 
whom were subject matter experts.  
The training topics of the seminar 
ranged from basic Rotaract information 
to planning and presenting district 
committee plans and goals. 
 

On the morning of June 27 and then on 
the afternoon of the following day, the 

District Rota-
ract Com-
mittee also 
organized a 
training semi-
nar for the 
district’s in-
coming Rota-
ract Presi-
dents-elect 
and Secre-
taries-elect 
(which is 
known as 

PESETS in the Rotaract world). For 
this year, the aforementioned district 
committee’s PESETS theme was 
“Navigate: Steering A Course For 
Transformation”.  It was attended by 
more than 60 incoming Rotaract presi-
dents-elect, secretaries-elect, and dis-
trict officers. 
 

The incoming presidents and secretar-
ies learned about their respective roles 
and responsibilities, club administra-
tion, membership recruitment, educa-
tion and retention, and goal setting 
with their respective clubs and the dis-
trict; taking the current pandemic situ-
ation into consideration. It was also a 
great opportunity for the incoming club 

presidents and secretaries to meet and 
build strong ties and relationships with 
their Rotaract district officers and fel-
low club leaders.  
 

The two-day interactive and informa-
tive seminars wrapped-up with the 
much-awaited Virtual District Rotaract 
Handover Ceremony between Champi-
on of Service District Rotaract Repre-
sentative Solomon “Cholo” Hermoso 
and Transform District Rotaract Repre-
sentative Hasem Baladjay.   
 

 Champion of Service District Governor 
Bernadette “BH” Herrera and Trans-
form District Governor Johnny Gaw-Yu 
graced the event by sharing their inspi-
rational messages for IPDRR Cholo, DRR 
Hasem and the Rotaractors of the dis-
trict. The event was viewed by more 
than 250 Rotaractors, Rotarians and 
friends of Rotary through ZOOM, and 
was broadcasted live via the official 

Rotaract District 3780 Face-
book page. This final event of the 
weekend signified the turnover of the 
torch of district leadership as well as to 
mark the start of a new [Transforming] 
Rotary Year. 
 

By: CP Ligaya Nicole “Aya” Corpus 
District Rotaract Chair 

 
 

Rotaractors in First District Virtual Training  
Seminars and Hand-over Ceremony 
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For the first time in Philip-
pine Rotaract history, the 
training included a live chat 
of Filipino Rotaractors with 
then Rotary International 
President Elect Holger 
Knaack and the handover 
ceremony for MDIO chair-
manship broadcasted live 
through the MDIO    social 
media accounts.   
 

 

 

I 
t was a delightful experience and 
we achieved amazing things in a 
short time. Like all programs, the 
13th District Rotaract Repre-

sentative Training Seminar (DRRETS)   

began with planning and preparation. 
But this time, everything was done 
virtually. The experience was not a 
walk in the park but that did not ham-
per our teamwork and productivity. 
We realized that we were more con-
nected than ever. We believed in de-
veloping a leadership seminar that 
would offer a unique and engaging 
experience. We had a great team 
working behind the scenes to ensure  

 

 

everything would go according to 
plan.  
 

The DRRETS is the annual pre-term 
leadership training of incoming dis-
trict Rotaract Representatives (DRR) 
and Pilipinas Rotaract Multi-District 
Information Organization (MDIO)  

leaders in the Philippines. The Rota-
ract Club of San Francisco del Monte 
Malaya Achievers, together with Ro-
tary International District 3780, took 
the challenge of hosting this training 
program in shaping the mindset of 
our national Rotaract leaders for 
transformation and in support of our  
 

Live chat with RI President Holger Knaack where he answered questions from Filipino Rotaractors 

 D3780  
Rotaractors  

Malaya Achievers  
Lead Virtual Global  

Philippine District  

Rotaract Training  
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incoming MDIO Chair Louie de Real 
who comes from our Rotaract Club.  
 

The training consisted of general 
learning sessions featuring Philippine 
past district governors, Rotary zone 
leaders, officers of Rotary Internation-
al South Pacific and Philippines Office, 
past district Rotaract representatives 
as well as MDIO leaders in other 
countries as resource persons 
 

We deeply appreciate the efforts and 
participation of our district leaders. 
We received a lot of great comments 
and reviews about our first virtual 
DRRETS. Our thirty-five (35) partici-
pants gave an overall satisfaction 
rating of 4.74 or Excellent (over a 
scale of 1-5 with 5 being the highest). 
The training components of program 
length, program flow and timing, top-
ics discussed, virtual engagement ac-
tivities and technical management all 
got excellent ratings of 4.69 to 4.80.  
 

Below are the post-DRRETS thoughts 
of some of the participants. 
 

“The 13th DRRETS embraced the New 
Normal that made the most of tech-
nology. It is even interactive despite 
not having it physically. It had also 
very substantial discussions from the 
most competent and reputable 
speakers who helped us in our jour-
ney as the Transform DRRs this com-
ing Rotary Year. It is direct to the 
point. The best and historic DRRETS 
in the milestone of Pilipinas Rota-
ract.” 
 

- Richard Jeric Chua, DRRE of RID 3850 
 

“Hats off organizers! It was truly that 
the incoming year's theme talked 
itself alone. Continue to transform 
and make the best for our organiza-
tion.” – Daniel Balubal, DRRN of RID 
3770 
 

“The most enticing part of this 
DRRETS was the inclusion of partici-
pation from Rotaractors outside our 
country. It gave us an idea on how 
they manage their districts which 

may be 
new to 
us. We 
can use it 
as a 
bench-
mark in 
continu-
ally im-
proving 
in our 
own 
ways.” 
 

 –Joshua 
Benhur 
Macaraig, 
PDRR of 
RID 3830 
 

“DRRETS 
2020 will be the bell-
wether for the whole 
Transform Year and 
will be a benchmark for 
the succeeding 
DRRETS!”  
 

– Manuel Joseph Franco, 
Pilipinas Rotaract MDIO 
Chair Nominee 
 

We will not forget this 
tremendous success 
made possible by col-
laborative efforts. We 
are at the end of the 
journey, but it doesn’t stop here – for 
soon it will be time to again think 
about organizing the next one.  
 

Contributed by:  
Marianick Villegas, Rotaract Club of SFDM 
Malaya Achievers  

DRR Nicole Alejandra Ramos of Rotary International District 4250 in    

Belize, Guatemala and Honduras 

Regional Rotary Foundation Coordinator of Zone 10A PDG 

Virgilio “Jun” Farcon sharing about the Rotary 
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2 
What is your favorite thing 

about being a Rotarian? 
 

Being able to help and serve 
people without expecting  an-

ything in return 

Veronica Ho, lovingly referred to as Vero by her 
friends and family is a member of the Rotary Club 
of Cubao, one of the strongest and biggest clubs 
in District 3780. She was Club President during the 
Governorship of PDG Dwight Ramos in 2016-2017. 
She  brought her club to greater heights by gar-
nering almost all the   District Awards that year, 
topped by the much coveted Most Outstanding 
President  and Most Outstanding Club Award.    

5 minutes with...  

Veronica Ho  
D3780 Youth Service Chair 

 

1 

What motivated you to get 
involved with Rotary? 

 
Fellowship and camaraderie. 
In the Rotary Club of Cubao, 

they invite the spouses of the 
members for fellowship night 

and community services 

3 

What is the one thing you 
wish people knew about   

Veronica Ho? 
 

Nothing really… just a simple    
businesswoman who joined  

Rotary 

4 

What are 5 things you can’t 
do without? 

Personal hygiene , workout, 
cooking, baking,                     

and taking care of my family  

5 

Your wish list for D3780? 

My wish is to change and 

transform D3780 into a much 

better District  
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A 
s months of living in lock-
down take it's toll on us, 
many are raiding the refrig-
erator for comfort food. 

Sounds like a dream but the downside, 
however, is increased weight as well as 
cavities. 
 

Your current favorite TV series or K-
Drama probably isn’t the only other 
thing you’re bingeing on right now. 
 

Being quarantined inside your home, 
glued to the couch with Netflix, a huge 
bag of potato chips, and a can of soda 
seem like the only viable options to 
pass time at the moment. 
 

But maintaining your weight is as cru-
cial now than it was before the virus 
outbreak. 
 

Taking 10 trips to the refrigerator 
doesn’t qualify as physical work out. 
 

Curbing Craving 

If you have been following my column, 
by now you already know that by mas-
saging or applying steady pressure to 
specific parts of your body —no nee-
dles required!— you can stimulate ma-
jor acupoints to ease medical condi-
tions. 
 

What if we told you that the acupres-
sure can also curb cravings and maybe 
help you drop a few pounds? 
 

Acupressure could be used to promote 
weight loss by stimulating points on 
the body that can help regulate the 

hypothalamus, the center in your brain 
that controls appetite, hunger hor-
mones, digestion, and stress       hor-
mones. 
 

Basic Acupoints 

Here are three acupressure points to 
help control your appetite. There are 
more but I’ll keep it short for now. 

Use a fingertip, thumb, or index finger 
to press these points for 60 seconds to 
3 minutes. 

 

GB20/
BL10 or 
Feng Chi 
or Back 
of Neck 

This area is generally tight on everyone 
because it’s where major muscles con-
nect your back and scalp. These points 
when pressed and massaged together 
reduce cravings, also great for relieving 
stress and headaches. With both 
hands, massage the area where your 
hairline meets your neck on either side 
of the spine. 
 

LI4 – He Gu or Large Intestine 
 

This acupoint is the command point for 
the face and mouth entry point. It also 
works well for upper body pain relief, 
stress, and constipation. With the 

thumb of 
one hand, 
press firmly 
—almost to 
the point of 
discomfort— 
into the 

fleshy area between the thumb and 
forefinger on your other hand for 
about 30 seconds. Do both hands. 
 

BL2 – Cuanzhu 

This point is locat-
ed near bundles 
of nerves. Stimu-
lating the points 
on both sides of 
the face help re-
lax the nervous 

system and release serotonin, a mood-

boosting neurotransmitter that helps 
suppress appetite. Massage the area 
between your eyebrows. 
 

BONUS POINT:  

Appetite Control 
Point 

There is a pressure 
point on your ear 
called the Appetite 
Control Point. Putting 
pressure on this point 
helps stop your food 

cravings. This point is the fleshy flap 
part of your ear above your earlobe, 
right in front of your ear canal. When-
ever you feel a craving for food, apply 
firm and constant pressure to this 
point for 5 minutes. The craving will go 
away for 15 minutes or so. Repeat until 
the craving goes away. 
 

 NOTE: If you are pregnant, or think 
you might be, do not use acupressure, 
as certain points may induce labor. Al-
ways check with your health-care pro-
vider before practicing alternative 
treatments. 
 

Let’s be honest, no one likes working 
out. But what else do you have to do 
right now? There are many hidden op-
portunities for being stuck at home for 
the next few months. 
 

This could be the best time to detox 
from all the pollution of the outside 
world, time to detox your mind, your 
body, and your life.  Take a break from 
real life and bask in this time you now 
have for yourself. 
 

A couple of months from now we can 
all drink wine on a beach, forgetting 
the word “coronavirus”, grateful that 
we survived and healthy instead of 
gaining 10 pounds during the hysteria. 

Eat right, exercise, and do the 3-point 
acupressure. 
 

There’s life after the lockdown. 
 

By: Rowena Canlas, Certified Acupuncturist 

  Health Talk 
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Polio immunization program resumes  
amid COVID-19 crisis 

 

 
 

 

 

T 
he Sabayang patak Kontra 
Polio resumed its vaccina-
tion program against polio 
after it was put on hold due 

to the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic.  
 

The vaccination program started  in 
Mindanao on July 20, and will last 
until August 2 for children under five 
years old. 
 

Children under 10 years old in select-
ed areas in Mindanao will also re-
ceive polio drops, the Department of 
Health (DOH), the World Health Or-
ganization (WHO), and the United 
Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) 
said in a joint statement. 
 

New polio immunization campaigns 
for children under five years old will 
begin in a phased approach in Cen-
tral Luzon and in the provinces of 
Laguna, Cavite, and Rizal in Region 
4A in August. 
 

Health Secretary Francisco Duque III 
stressed that continuous implemen-
tation of polio response will not only 
prevent the debilitating effects of the 
disease but will also interrupt the 
transmission of the highly-infectious 
poliovirus during the COVID-19 pan-
demic. 
 
“It is imperative for parents and 
caregivers to have their children vac-
cinated, while strictly adhering to 
infection prevention and control pro-
tocols, as we cannot afford to over-
whelm our health system with an-
other outbreak,” Duque said. 
 

 
 

 

The re-emergence of the polio out-
break in the Philippines was an-
nounced last September 2019, 19 
years since it was declared eradicat-
ed in the country.  The first known 
confirmed case of the new polio out-
break came from a three-year-old 
girl in Lanao del Sur.  
 

Since then, 15 more children have 
been confirmed with polio with ages 
ranging from below one-year-old to 
nine years old. The cases were iden-
tified in the Bangsamoro Autono-
mous Region in Muslim Mindanao, 
Region 12, Region 3, and Region 4A. 
 

Polio, a highly infectious disease that 
mainly affects young children, can be 
transmitted primarily through the 
fecal-to-oral route resulting from 
poor sanitation and hygiene practic-
es, and less frequently through con-
taminated food or water. The dis-
ease—which has no cure and can  

 
 
 

only be prevented with vaccines—can 
cause paralysis or even death.  
 

“We have to remember that the polio 
outbreak is not over, so it is critical 
that we continue this life-saving work 
of immunizing our children against 
this debilitating disease, while re-
sponding to COVID-19,” said Dr 
Rabindra Abeyasinghe, WHO Repre-
sentative in the Philippines. 
 

Meanwhile, Oyunsaikhan Dendevno-
rov, UNICEF Philippines Representa-
tive, said :“Unlike COVID-19, we al-
ready have a vaccine against polio 
that it is safe, effective, and free at 
health centers. 
 

 The COVID-19 pandemic reminds us 
of the importance of vaccines to pre-
vent diseases. Like wearing masks 
and physical distancing, each effort 
we make to vaccinate one child has 
the potential to protect all children 
from polio,” he said. 
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R 
otary International has 

announced $20 million in 

grants through 

its foundation in support 

of Rotary clubs around the world 

responding to the COVID-19 pan-

demic, with a focus on providing 

solutions for frontline health work-

ers and first responders.  

To that end, Rotary clubs have pro-

vided handwashing stations and 

food to those unable to social dis-

tance in Kenya, lifesaving infor-

mation about preventing the spread 

of COVID-19 in India, ventilators and 

protective gear for overstretched 

 

 

hospitals in Italy, and social con-

necttions for individuals in Bethes-

da, Maryland, who live alone.  

"As leaders in virtually every com-

munity on earth, we bring a unique 

combination of local knowledge and 

access to a global network of exper-

tise and resources," said Rotary In-

ternational president Mark Daniel 

Maloney. "In the face of uncertain-

ty, we are adapting to shifting needs 

to offer immediate help to people at 

a rapid pace. And we'll remain com-

mitted to recovering from this 

health crisis for as long as it takes."  

Rotary members throughout the  

 

 

world are working safely and dili-

gently to assess and provide for ur-

gent community needs as they 

strive to respond and recover from 

the effects of COVID-19 coronavirus. 

While following social-distancing 

and health guidelines, Rotarians 

worldwide are providing comfort 

and hope to those feeling the 

effects of isolation and fear, and 

focusing their resources and solu-

tions toward supporting frontline 

health workers and first responders 

as they battle this disease and save 

lives.

Rotary Foundation awards $20 million in  

support of COVID-19 relief 

http://www.rotary.org/
http://www.rotary.org/
https://www.rotary.org/en/about-rotary/rotary-foundation
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Rotary Center Safety Measures for Corona Virus 

Everyone has the right to a safe environment  


